184      WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
7     "Formerly when the learned Brahmana, viz,
the Krishna Dwaipayana, having identified    himself
with Brahma, roamed over the world, he saw on a
road over which cars used to pass, a worm moving
quickly
8     "The Rishi knew the couise of every crea-
ture and the language of every animal    Gifted with
omniscience, he addressed the worm in these words
9     "O worm, you appear to be greatly alarmed,
and to be in great haste Tell me, where do you run,
and whence have you been afraid?"
The worm said:
10     "I am stricken with fear on hearing    the
rattle of that large cart O you* of great intelligence,
it makes a fearful roar    It is almost come.
11     'The sound is heard    Will it not kill me?
I am flying away from this    I hear the sound of the
bulls
12     "They are breathing hard under the whip
of the Driver, as they are carrying the heavy load
I hear    also the various sounds made by the   men
who are driving the bulls
13. "Creatures like us born as worms, cannot
bear such sounds It is, therefore, that I am flying
from this situation of great fright.
14     *T)eath is considered by all creatmres    as
painful. Life is an acquisition difficult to make Hence
I fly away in fear, I do not wish to pass from a state
of weal to one of woe/*
Bhishma said
15     "Thus addressed, Dwaipayana Vyasa said:
*O worm, whence can be your happiness? You belong